
Something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and 

came to rest on the head of each of them. 
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Bishop Christy Jones 1936-2018. 
 

There have been many excellent and comprehensive obituaries of Bishop Christy. Since he retired in 

July 13th 2014, four of his sisters died. They were Patricia, Pauline, Ann and Mary. On these very 

personal family occasions he showed his deep faith and his confident hope of God’s mercy. He also 

faced the serious decline in his own health and showed his thanks for the prayers that were being 

offered for him.  
 

For his 82 years, fifty six of them as a priest and twenty four as a bishop, it is an amazing expression 

of a life commitment of service and love for all the people, religious and priests of the Dioceses of 

Elphin and for the wider Church. In the gospel words of the Good Shepherd: Christy ‘knew his own 

and his own knew him’ 
 

Bishop Christy frequently quoted during Confirmation ceremonies the Joseph Mary Plunkett (1887-1916) 

poem, I See His Blood upon the Rose, which expressed the intensity and depth of this patriot’s  

Christian faith. Another poet he quoted was Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1860-1861) who penned 

these lines in 1857:“Earth’s crammed with heaven / And every common bush afire with God / But 

only he who sees, take off his shoes / The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries.”  Here in both these 

poems, Christy was offering us a gentle nudge of conviction to see and celebrated God’s presence. 
 

Christy was always inviting us to a time of quiet in which we truly encounter the presence of God in 

creation, to watch the slow turn of sunlight, the lap of water, to hear the music of the dawn and the 

hushed silence of the dusk. He was leading us to our God who was close to us and never distant – 

reminding us that holy ground is in your kitchen, in the farmyard, in a field of furze bushes, (like 

Moses, we are surrounded by flaming bushes, if only we had the eyes to see!),in the bog, in the busy 

office and in our church. The beauty and the sheer wonder of the mystery is at our fingertips and is as 

close to us as a heartbeat…. 
 

Bishop Christy was the youngest son of Christopher and Christine. So, all through his life, the name 

of Christ accompanied him, from both his parent’s names and his own baptismal name. Now that 

same Christ welcomes, befriends and calls him by name, ‘Christy’ - as one who served him and his 

people with humanity, holiness and humility, combined with a kind humour that showed how much 

he ‘delighted’ in God’s people.  
 

I can still see him in my mind’s eye as a first year in Summerhill College, Sligo in 1966.  He was the 

first priest ever who played Danny Boy on a screeching violin who recited the 1921 poem, “The 

Touch of the Master’s Hand” and who sang his party piece, a 1964, Ned Miller song: ‘Do what you 

do, do well boy’.  In the words of that same song, Christy ‘gave of his love and all of his heart’ to 

follow, to serve and to ‘do well’ for and in the name of God’s people - an Pobal Dé. 
  

                 Níl sé imíthe uaínn. Tá sé imíthe romhainn - He is not gone from us. He is gone before us.   

           

John Cullen                                                                       

       



  Mass Intentions for the coming Week.  
                                        

  8:00 am                                                              10:00 am                     

Monday:           Deceased Members of the                       Eugene, Paddy &  

                           Harte family                                             Kathleen McNamara 
                            

Tuesday:          Gerry Fullard                                           Millicent Browne 
 

Wednesday:     James Moloney                                        Paddy & Kathleen Connolly 
 

Thursday:        Morning Mass                                          Mary Frances & Frank Kelly 
 

Friday:              Morning Mass                                         Dan & Thomas Dolan 

 

                                                                     10:00 am                                                                                                                                                7:00 pm                                                                                                           

Saturday:                      Marie & Harry O’ Doherty                                 Vigil Mass 

                           & Deceased family 
                         

Sunday:                                  10:30 am      Marie Doorly (1st Anniversary) & Hal Doorly    

                                                                    12:15 pm      Mary Comiskey (1st Anniversary)  

RECENT DEATH:  Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of - 

Margaret Brennan, Johnsport, Lecarrow, sister of Teresa Raftery, Celtic. 

Christopher Jones Bishop Emeritus of Elphin, St. Mary’s, Temple St, Sligo. 

Fr. Tom Leahy, Ballinaheglish and Kiltegan Fathers, Wicklow. 

We offer sincere sympathy and the assurance of our prayers to their  

bereaved families. 

 

ROSARY: During the month of May fifteen decades of the Rosary will be recited on  

Wednesday mornings at 8.50 am for the Pope's Intention. Pope's Intention - Evangelisation. The 

Mission of the Laity. That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific mission, by responding with 

creativity to the challenges that face the world today.  
 

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE:  The Diocese will host the Celebration of  marriage on Sunday 

10th June at 3 pm in The Sacred Heart Church, Roscommon. Couples celebrating 10th, 15th, 20th, 

25th, 30th, 40th, 50th or 60th anniversaries are encouraged to attend this special Mass where they will 

receive a blessing from Bishop Kevin Doran plus an anniversary certificate.  Couples  

celebrating other anniversaries are also welcome to attend.  Following the Mass, for those who wish to 

attend, the celebration will continue with a meal in the Abbey Hotel, Roscommon. For details of  

registration, please contact Roscommon Parish Office at 090 66 26298 /email rosparof@eircom.net  
 

 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY. During the Month of May the picture of OUR LADY OF THE 
ROSARY will be in the sanctuary. The original picture dates back to 1876 when it was placed 
in the Basilica in Pompeii. The picture shows Mary handing the Rosary to SAINT DOMINIC 
and SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA . 
 
 

ICON: THE HOLY FAMILY   NAME OF FAMILY -  Margaret King 
WEEK:   26th May - 2nd June. 

 

A Public Rosary for Ireland, Coordinated by Ireland Needs Fatima on Saturday 16th May at  

4 pm in the Sacred Heart Church grounds. All welcome. For further information, please  

contact Mary on 085 8503191. 



 

PRAY FOR THE 8th AT 8.  Uniting Ireland in prayer to save The 8th Amendment. Please pray this 

simple prayer at 8 am and/or 8 pm, daily: Heavenly Father, I pray for the protection of the unborn 

child. Guide the people of Ireland to vote according to the truth of your word. Lord, protect life by 

preserving The 8th Amendment. Amen (www.prayforthe8th.ie) 
 

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES 2018: 7 nights B&B and Airport Shuttle service 

from €279 per person. Book any flight - any time and we provide guaranteed airport shuttle service. 

Call us for further info and book the dates that suit you. Tel. 01 443 4510 or email reservations@med

-irishcentre.com. 

 

ADORER  REQUIRED: For the Blessed Sacrament Chapel to cover Saturday 8 - 9 am.  If 

you can help please phone Parish  Office on 090 66 26298 or contact any of the Clergy.  

Any assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
 

SOLID JOYS LASTING TREASURES - Celebrating the life & Ministry of Liz McElhinney - 

Proceeds to Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association. Concert will take place at Kilbride Community 

Centre, Four Mile House, Roscommon Fri May 18th @ 8 pm. Various artists and Convent of Mercy 

Chamber Choir. All are welcome. Tickets €10 including booklet are available at the door or contact 

Violet Satchwell 090 6621130. 
 
 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY. During the Month of May the picture of OUR LADY OF 
THE ROSARY will be in the sanctuary. The original picture dates back to 1876 when it was 
placed in the Basilica in Pompeii. The picture shows Mary handing the Rosary to SAINT 
DOMINIC and SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA  
 
 

 

ADORER  REQUIRED to share hour in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel Friday 5 - 6 pm.   

If you can help please phone Parish  Office on 090 66 26298 or contact any of the Clergy. 

Any assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
 

 

May Rosaries:  Holy Rosary will be recited in St. Coman’s Cemetery at 4 pm every 

Sunday during the month of May.  

Rosary -  At Our Lady’s Grotto, Sacred Heart Church grounds on Tuesday next 29th 
May at 7pm and every Tuesday in May.   
                                  

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 AND POPE’S VISIT 

Register to attend the World Meeting of Families with Pope Francis this August.  All under 

18’s are free of charge, once accompanied by an adult.  Register now at 

www.worldmeeting2018.ie 
 

First Saturday  in honour of our Blessed Lady.  Will take place at St Ronanõs Parish 
Church Taughmaconnell on Saturday  June 2nd 2018  starting at 2.00pm with  

Adoration, Rosary Confessions. Concluding with holy Mass. Celebrant Fr Alex   

All are most welcome. Details from Kathleen O'Connor or Paul Woods on  

087 7828283.or arkofdivinemercy@gmail.com   
 

Recent Baptisms:  We welcome into the Christian family:-   Emma Coyle. 
 

The Medical Missionaries of Mary will be visiting our parish and speaking at all Masses next weekend 

the 2nd / 3rd June. They are an international congregation of religious women, founded over 80 years 
ago by an Irishwoman Mother Mary Martin in Nigeria. They work in 8 African countries, South and  
Central America as well as Ireland and England. Since their foundation and in keeping with their charism 
(to care for the mother and child) the sisters spend their lives caring for the sick and those who are on 
the margins of society because of poverty, illness or hunger. They go where the need is great - when 
there was a tsunami in Honduras the sisters went in to help the people to rebuild their lives. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the children from St. Coman’s Wood Primary School who  

received their First Holy Communion on Saturday. May their trusting faith in welcoming the gift 

that is the Lord’s Real Presence bless them with his friendship and abiding love. 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  Please note new Rota commencing on Sunday June 10th is 

completed.  Copies are available in the Sacristy.  You can collect your copy this week-end in 

the Sacristy.  Many thanks for your continued service to this Ministry. 

 

Apostolic News from Elphin Diocesan Apostolic Workers Helping to Support  

Missionaries Abroad: Greetings to all Apostolic Workers and many thanks for your continued efforts 

and support with the sale of the Easter chicks. We are pleased to announce the following donations to our 

Missionaries: Fr. Pat Brennan, Brazil, €3,500. Sr. Teresa Stritch, Turkana, €3,500. Sr. Nora Somers, 

Zambia, €3,500. Fr. Anthony Kelly, Zambia, €3,300. If you would like to sponsor a Mass Kit, at a cost of 

ú180 each, please contact any of the following for details Margaret 087 2072400 / Sr. Brid 087 7462996 / 

Anna 087 7919217. Buíochas Le Dia. 
 

All Ireland Rosary Rally - Knock.  Saturday 2nd June at Knock Shrine.  Stations of the Cross 

and Rosary at 2pm, Mass at 3pm celebrated by Bishop Kevin Doran, homilist Fr John Walsh 

OP.  Followed by prayers for healing.  www.allirelandrosaryrally.com 

http://www.allirelandrosaryrally.com/


 

Thank You   

ALTAR SOCIETY:    Group i is scheduled for the coming week.  
 

 OPEN DAY AT NATIONAL LEARNING NETWORK, Belhavel, Athlone. On Thursday 

31st May from 11 am – 2 pm. Looking to get a qualification or a job? Have you had an accident, illness 

or injury or do you have a disability and need extra support? We have vacancies on a range of courses 

that can help you. Call or drop in on Open Day. 
 

Irish Wheelchair Association are holding their National Bag Pack in your local Tesco 
store on Friday 6th & Saturday 7th July. Can you volunteer just 2 hours? Register to  
volunteer at www.iwa.ie/tesco or call 046 9072539. Thank you  
 

Roscommon Credit Union : On Monday 28th May 2018 at 7.30 pm Roscommon Credit  

Union, will be hosting an information night in the Percy French Hotel, Strokestown. Topics to 

include: Credit Union Services, Free Make a Will service, which will include local Solicitors and 

Credit Union representatives. Members and non-members welcome. 
 

ROSCOMMON TIDY TOWN'S ASSOCIATION - wishes to thank most sincerely all who contributed to 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƎŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ϵмΣмсл ǿŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ 
enhance the town in preparation for the National Competition. A special thanks to all the collectors. 
Members meet Tuesday evenings at 7 pm in the town square. Volunteers always welcome. 

 

SUMMER BRIDGE in Hannon's Hotel starting on Wednesday June 6th at  

7.45 pm. All bridge players welcome. 
 

3rd Annual Lourdesõs Fundraising Social will take place in the Tulsk Inn on Bank  

Holiday Monday the 4th of June at 9pm. Music on the night by Brian Kerrigan, Jimmy  

Kearney, Frank Nelson, Enda and Freda Beirne, Stephanie Fehilly, John Carlos, Roscommon 

Rose Eimear Reynolds and Many More. Raffle on the night and Refreshments served. Tickets 

available on the Door or from any Strokestown Branch committee member. Thank you for 

your continued support.   
 

THE BOOK CLINIC  - Bookworms Festival in Roscommon County Library on 
Thursday June 7th from 3 pm - 6 pm. Book clinic is drop in and a free family 
event. All welcome.  
 

Spraoi 2018 Campa Samhraidh;  There will be an Irish language summer camp for children aged  

between 5 and 12 yrs. from 2 to 6 July 2018  in Gaelscoil de hÍde, Roscommon town. This camp is supported by 

Foras na Gaeilge. Prices: 1 child: ú30, 2 children ú50, 3 children ú60. For more information phone: 086 3668588. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Exam Prayer for Students 

God our loving Father, in trust and hope, we turn to you in prayer. May your Spirit of  

Wisdom and right judgement guide us. Bless us with your spirit of knowledge and  

understanding. Surround us with your healing presence of peace, especially when we are 

worried and anxious. We thank you for the many gifts that bless our lives through our  

families, school and friends. Create a space in our hearts each day making us aware of your 

loving presence -with us always - all the days of our lives. We make this prayer in faith, 

through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Last Sunday’s Offertory Collection:      € 1,789.50 

Family Circle:   Receipts:   €216.00   Prizes: €200 

http://www.iwa.ie/tesco

