
Jesus put his arms around a little child and said to his disciples: ‘Anyone who  

welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me.’ 
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CHASING THE DARKNESS 

Lighting a candle is something shared and enjoyed across the world’s cultures. The candles on a 

birthday cake create an atmosphere which lingers long after the candles are blown out. When we 

light a candle in Church, its flame continues to flicker after we have gone, bearing witness to a 

relationship between God and ourselves. The Paschal Candle proclaims the triumph of Easter light 

over darkness. 
 

Other faiths also express God’s triumph over darkness through the symbol of light. The Jewish 

festival of Hanukkah, celebrated in late November, whose symbol is a seven branched candlestick 

called the ‘menorah’. It has echoes in the old seven branched candlesticks once used for  

Benediction in our own Catholic tradition. Diwali - from the Indian tradition is the Hindu festival 

of light that is celebrated annually. The Id al-Fitr, at the end of the Ramadan fast is marked for  

Muslims by the celebration of light. 
 

Pope Francis has taken a lead in enhancing a genuine dialogue and cooperation among the various 

religions. Pope Francis has a good friend who is a Rabbi. They are good enough friends to have 

written a book together. In fact the only book written by the Pope was when he was Archbishop of 

Buenos Aires with Rabbi Abraham Skorka. Both of them are quiet lights in praying that peace 

talks between the Palestinians and the Israelis will bear fruit.  
 

Candlemas is our Catholic tradition when we formally bless the candles that are used in our homes 

and in the Church for the year. The feast celebrates Christ as a Light for all peoples.  

At every Baptism, parents move in grace, in quietness, in wonder and in awe as God ‘tip-toes’ 

among them for the new ‘little Temple of the Lord’ - their newly born and now baptised,  

christened child. We glimpse with them, amidst our rushed busyness, a peace and presence of a 

kindled light – that against the dark, etches for us, our Saviour’s face of light invisible.                                                                                                                                                     

A candle we light in faith, hope and love - is a prayer - without words. 

 

John Cullen. 



  MONDAY   8 am Morning Mass 

  10 am Michael & Mary Dowling 

TUESDAY   8 am Morning Mass 

  10 am Betty & Tom Flynn 

WEDNESDAY   8 am Richard & Mary Knight 

  10 am John & Sean Owens & deceased family members 

THURSDAY   8 am Tom Joe, Nora, Gerry, Agnes & Maureen Kiernan 

  10 am Sean O’ Hanrahan 

FRIDAY   8 am Padraig McHugh 

  10 am Margaret Murray 

SATURDAY 10 am John Murray, Susan, Brian & Rosie Carthy 

   7 pm Vigil Mass 

Mass Intentions for the coming week:  

RECENT DEATHS:  Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of -  

Pat Given, Clane, Co. Kildare. Gussie Diffley, Quarry Springs, Convent Road.  

Kathleen Gurren (nee Nevin), Castletown, Finea, Co. Westmeath & formerly of 

Longford town sister of Mattie Nevin, Cloonbrackna Ave. 

We offer sincere sympathy and the assurance of our prayers to their bereaved families 

and friends. 
THE HOLY FAMILY ICON                                                                                                

NAME OF FAMILY -  Arujo Family    WEEK:   22nd September - 29th September. 
 

PERMANENT ADORERS REQUIRED:    For the Blessed Sacrament Chapel to cover following 

hours: Wednesday 5 - 6 pm, Thursday 1 - 2 pm & 10 - 11 pm,  & Sat. 4 - 5 pm. Any assistance would be 

greatly appreciated, please phone Parish Office 090 66 26298 or contact any of the Clergy.  

 

ROSARY: During the month of September fifteen decades of the Rosary will be  

recited on Wednesday mornings at 8.50 am for the Pope's Intention. Pope's Intention - 

Universal: Young people in Africa. That young people in Africa may have access to 

education and work in their own countries. 

 

A video presentation from the Adoremus Eucharistic Congress 2018 in Liverpool. 

"The Mystery of the Mass-the Source and Summit of the Christian Life". Speaker-Bishop Robert Barron. 
Place: St Coman's Club, Monday Sept 24th at 8pm. All welco 

 
QUOTE                       "I am my neighbour's Bible; he reads me when we meet. 

   Today he reads me in my house, tomorrow in the street. 

He may, a relative or friend of slight acquaintance be, 

 He may not even know my name, yet he is reading me." 
 

 We also remember Kieran Kelly, whose anniversary 

occurs around this time. 



MASS BOOKINGS FOR 2019 : Will be taken from Tuesday  

2nd October .  Please note we will be unable to take any bookings for 

2019 prior to this date. 
 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION - has resumed on Mondays at 7 pm in St. Coman's Club. 

New members very welcome. 
 

KNOCK PILGRIMAGE:   

On Thursday 11th October organised by the Legion of Mary.  If interested in 
travelling, please contact 087 244 5753. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND:  Mid-term Holy Land Pilgrimage, 26th October to 3rd November 2018 
with Fr. Rob McNamara (Galway).  Contact Anne on 074 955 1438 or annemcdwyer@gmail.com 
 

Beginning experience programme for Men & Women who have lost a spouse through 
death, divorce, or separation, 19-21 October Esker Retreat Centre, Athenry; Contact 

Gerry 0863855090 or Maureen 0876646896. 
 

Youth 2000 Prayer Group 'Youth leading youth to the heart of the Church'. If you are between the 

age of 18 and 35 and wish to start up a Youth 2000 prayer group in the Roscommon area, we would be  

delighted to hear from you.  Please email office@youth2000.ie or call (01)6753690 for further details. 
 

Diocesan PDR Gathering and Confirmation Youth Fest:  Elphin Diocese's annual Parish 
Development & Renewal (PDR) Gathering & Confirmation Youth Fest will take place in Boyle 
on Saturday October 13th.  More details @ www.elphindiocese.ie/
gathering and www.elphindiocese.ie/youthfest  All welcome to PDR Gathering. 
 

Members of Western Alzheimers voluntary committee , are appealing to all bikers out there to 

take part in their Motorcycle run, which takes place from Hannon's Hotel on Sunday 30th September, 

registration at 10.30am.  €20 per bike.  Proceeds to Western Alzheimer. 
 

RECENT BAPTISMS:  We welcome into the Christian family: 
Sean Michael Hanley, Victor Tadeusz Mankowski             

 

Relic of St. Bernadette: A first class Relic of St Bernadette will be venerated in Donamon Castle 

during an afternoon of Prayer on Saturday 29th September from 2 pm. Holy Mass will be celebrated 

and there will be a Holy Hour. Also an informed talk on "The Missions". Refreshments will be 

served. Total cost €10. Contact Margaret 087 2072400 / Anna 087 7919217. 
 

A day in Honour of Our Lady - “Calling all Families”. Consecrate your families to Our Lady 

on Saturday, 6th October in Knock Shrine at the 3pm Pilgrimage Mass. Followed by testimony, 

food and music in the Rest and Care Centre and concludes with a Holy Hour to pray for our 

Priests, Bishops and their Dioceses. To book your seat on the FREE Bus from outside Casey’s  

Circle K Service Station, Athlone Road, Roscommon at 10.30am, (Donations Welcome, Booking 

Essential) please contact Human Life International in Knock on  094 9375993 or 

email: mail@humanlife.ie 
 

Roscommon Drama Group present the play 'None the Wiser' by Anthony Booth in 

Hannons Hotel on Thursday 27th and Friday 28th September starting at 8pm. Tickets 

priced at €10 including wine reception are available either at the hotel or from Steve 

Gregory on 0872312550. 
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ALTAR SOCIETY:    Group iii is scheduled for the coming week. 
 

 

THE PEELO SCHOOL OF DANCE - offers all dance styles from  

Classical Ballet to Hip Hop. Adult classes available in Zumba. Contact Triona 

Mulryan on 087 4468119 
 

Roscommon Garden Club  - next meeting will be on  Monday 24th September  

starting at 7:30 pm at the Abbey Hotel. There will be a plant sale and a talk given by 

Mary Keenan.  
 

ROSCOMMON  BRIDGE  CLUB   Play will resume on Tuesday 25th September at  

7.45 p.m. in Hannon's Hotel. 
 

Roscommon Town Branch of Comhaltas holds Traditional Music Classes in the 

Dr. Hyde Centre, Athlone Road on Monday evenings from 6.30p.m. Most instruments 

catered for, including Whistle, Flute, Button Accordion, Piano Accordion, Concertina - 

for both Beginners and Improvers. Stringed instruments can also be catered for, but 

not for beginners. Tutors are Mary Jo Fitzpatrick, BA (Music) and Michael Cully, also 

an accomplished musician and tutor. Further info. from Branch Rúnaí,  

Liam Ó Cuinneagáin / Bill Cunningham at 086 - 3345 817. 
 

CASTLEREA COMMUNITY SCHOOL has a limited number of places available on their QQI 

(FETAC) Level 5 Community Health Service Course. This course will commence on Monday 

September 10th. For Application Forms and information contact the school on Tel: 094 9620177 

Fax: 094 9621016 or Email: school@castlereacs.com  
 

Grinds: Maths, Business, Accounting , LCVP & Ag. Science. Contact: 087-6222147 
 

A Healthy, Greener you  ð short part -time morning course for everybody organised by 

Roscommon Womenõs Network in association with GRETB and Roscommon  
Environment Network. What?  A little horticulture, a little nature walking, a little  
cookery, shopping tips, reducing waste tips,   minding our community and our planet.  
Why?  To learn how and why small changes ordinary people can make in our everyday 
routine can help us, nature and our world be healthier & happier.  
When? Thursday afternoons for six weeks (2.30 to 5pm), starting Thurs 27th Sept in RSG, 
Derrane Resource Centre, Roscommon. How?  Contact 094 9621690,  
text 086 8099154,  email nfahy@rwn.ie, www.rwn.ie  :  GRETB funded Community  
Education course ð No charge.  
 

Banjo / Mandolin Lessons - commencing October. Ph: Therese 087 7832939 for details. 
 

Christmas Market Craft Fair:  Glenamaddy Twinning Committee is putting plans in place for 

2018 Christmas Market Craft Fair. The proposed date is Sunday 25th of November. We are taking 

bookings already. If you are interested, please contact us at 086-3305827 to book your table. This 

week, Glenamaddy is celebrating 25 years of twinning with Guiscriff and we all hope to make it a 

wonderful celebration! Thank you for your ongoing support! 
 

Courses-FREE PART TIME-depending on personal circumstances taking place throughout 
the county in the coming weeks. Courses in Healthcare, Business, Safe Pass, Hairdressing,  

Childcare, Upcycling. All detailed onwww.fetchcourses.ie. You can refer yourself through 
the website mentioned or contact Stephanie at Galway & Roscommon Education & 
Training Board on stephanie.oconnorshaw@gretb.ie/091874585 

 
Last Sundayõs Offertory Collection:     û3,115.18      
                                                  

Thank You  
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